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May 22, 2016    Numbers 6:22–27   

 

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 

Israelites. Say to them:  

         24      The LORD bless you and keep you;  

         25      the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

         26      the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  

 

In Numbers chapter 22, as the Israelites were coming close to Moab, Balak the king was getting 

worried.  He knew that the Israelites had a powerful God on their side.  So He sent a message to 

Balaam the soothsayer.  It read,  

 

“A people has come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the land and have settled next 

to me.  Now come and put a curse on these people, because they are too powerful for 

me. Perhaps then I will be able to defeat them and drive them out of the country. For 

I know that those you bless are blessed, and those you curse are cursed.” 

 

Now that might sound superstitious to us, but it is interesting to note that God took this request 

very seriously.  He intervened to make sure that Balaam never uttered this curse, which would 

make me believe that there was some power behind Balaam’s words, some evil power.  You used 

to hear of people using witchcraft through a piece of someone’s hair in order to bring evil upon 

someone.  I wouldn’t doubt if this kind of thing becomes more common again in America since 

we are rejecting the Gospel. 

 

It’s hard for us to grasp that someone could have such powers to put a curse on someone or a 

blessing for that matter.  But the Bible has plenty of examples of that happening.  Noah blessed 

and cursed his sons.  Jacob blessed his grandsons.  Jesus cursed a fig tree and it withered.  So also 

today God said that Aaron and his sons would have the ability to pronounce a blessing on his 

people when they came to worship.  God chose to bless His people through the words of His 

priests.  When they came to the temple on festivals and even for the daily sacrifices they could 

hear this blessing.  We still use this blessing today at the end of the service.   

 

When you have God’s blessing it is more powerful than any curse.  The power is not just in the 

fact that words are being spoken.  They are calling on the Almighty God to do specific things for 

His people.  He wants to bless them through these words.   

 

My pastor used to speak the blessing over us at the end of the service, and before I could 

commune it was my favorite part of the service.  I learned it from him.  I love this blessing and try 

to speak it slowly so that you will stop and contemplate the beauty of the words.  I even learned it 

in Hebrew because I love it so much.  They reflect the wonderful grace of our Triune God.  We’re 

going to review these words in today’s sermon. 
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This blessing has been chosen for Trinity Sunday because it is a threefold blessing.  It is spoken in 

three lines.  The LORD’s name is used in the primary spot all three times, reflecting the three 

Persons of the one Godhood.  You can see reflections of the Trinity throughout the Old Testament.  

Even in the Creation story you have the Word speaking Creation into existence and you the Spirit 

hovering over the waters.  In the book of Revelation you hear God being described as Him who is, 

who was and who is to come.  Notice again the threefold explanation of God.  It’s something to 

look for in the Scriptures to see reflections of the Trinity.  

 

Isn’t a wonderful thing to hear a blessing - especially when all you hear in today’s society is 

people damning things left and right.   You can sense the hatred of Christianity and it is sad.  Just 

recently one of our schools was condemned in the Madison media for its stance on transgenders 

and homosexuality within the school.  They were threatened with the loss of federal funding for 

reduced lunches for not accepting such behavior.  There was a lot of hatred in the comment section 

against the school for its stance.  It is depressing and sad to hear such angry words from people 

who have no respect for God’s Word or any clue of what a godly love entails.  So it does us good 

to come to worship and hear God speak to us - to hear God bless us in the midst of curses.   

 

The LORD bless you.  The first thing the LORD wants to do is bless us.  I looked up how this 

word was used right off the bat in Genesis.  It was used in Genesis 1:22 in connection with the 

process of childbirth.  The blessing was continued in Genesis 9 when Noah and his family stepped 

off the ark and God wanted them to increase in number.  Then the word was spoken again in 

Genesis 12 with Abraham when God said,  

I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 

on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 

Again we see a threefold blessing here.  The blessing continues again in Genesis 17, and those two 

blessings again are connected to the specific promise of the birth of a Savior through the seed of 

the woman.  So when God wanted Aaron to “bless” the people, it would seem from this early 

usage of the blessing they were to be thinking “Messiah” at the front and center of the blessing.  

They were to be thinking Jesus. 

 

And isn’t Jesus at the front and center of every blessing we receive?  When we baptize someone in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, it is the Son who is at the center of 

the blessing.  It is His death and resurrection which gives us the most powerful blessing of all in 

the forgiveness of sins through His death.  His resurrection also gives us life.  We are adopted into 

His family.  There is no blessing without the Son of God, Jesus Christ.   

 

What is the blessing of long life or riches or success when Jesus is not there?  All of these things 

decay.  They are all meaningless without the hope of the resurrection from the dead.  Aaron and 

the priests performed the sacrifices that pointed forward to the sacrifice of Jesus.  When they 

spoke the blessing, they wanted the Israelites to think of the most blessed blessing of all in the 

Messiah to come who would take away the sins of the world.   
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Just this past week our newest member was hit broadside by a car and flipped on their side in a 

minivan.  She and the children had just been baptized this past Monday by Pastor Starr.  Everyone 

was ok!  When I went into the hospital room I opened up to the Psalms and the first one I came to 

was Psalm 103.  Praise the Lord, Oh my soul.  Praise the Lord, and forget not his benefits.  

And what is the first benefit the Psalmist mentions?  Who forgives all your sins.  Ah, yes, we 

have the blessing of the Triune God and that greatest blessing is in His forgiveness.  We have a 

Savior that went through much worse than a car wreck for us.  He went to the cross and the 

suffering of being condemned by God for us, all so that we could be bathed in His blood and 

wrapped in His righteousness.  What a comfort to know they were baptized.  Had they died prior 

to that they wouldn’t have had such comfort.  Now they have it.  God has placed His name on 

them.  They are his.  So are you.  You have the greatest blessing of all.  You have forgiveness.  

That forgiveness is also given to you through the Lord’s Supper as Jesus gives you His body and 

blood.  Jesus is at the heart and center of every blessing we receive.   

 

And keep you.  The basic idea of the root is "to exercise great care over."  You think of a precious 

heirloom that you are given.  You put it in special wrapping.  When you have a baby and take the 

child home from the hospital, the first time you put that child in the car seat you make sure to 

buckle the seat belt tightly and put the seat tightly in place.  You are dealing with precious cargo 

and fragile cargo that means a lot to you when you are a loving parent.  This is what the LORD 

wanted to do for His Israelites.  This is what He wants to do for you too.  He wants to take special 

care of you.   

 

Several years ago I left a shovel outside for several days in the rain and the elements.  It didn’t 

take long for it to develop rust and start decaying.  It didn’t keep well out in the elements.  I just 

looked in the mirror and I noticed some more wrinkles starting to develop.  I was able to reminisce 

with a classmate at our 25th college reunion this past week.  He told me about playing tug of war 

with the 7th and 8th graders when he lost his footing and fell.  In the process he broke a rib.  

We’re not as strong as we used to be.  We need to try and keep better care of ourselves.  It takes 

more effort.   

 

God knows your weaknesses.  He knows how best to “keep” you.  It’s interesting to note that God 

doesn’t keep us by just pampering us.  My wife’s grandfather lived a hard life out on the farm, but 

he is in his 90’s and still doing pretty well for his age.  God sometimes keeps us by using us.  He 

even keeps us in the faith by testing our faith and giving us difficulties in life so that we turn to 

Him for strength.  We pray more.  We study more.  We are forced to speak up.  God uses us, and 

even as we grow weary we are kept strong.  As houses are kept in better shape as people live in 

them and use them, so the LORD keeps us as He lives in us and uses us as well.   Carpenters and 

chefs grow accustomed to their favorite tools.  They don’t trade them in for newer models because 

they know how their product works.  No matter how old the tool becomes they do their best to 

keep it in shape because they have used it so often.  So our God keeps us.   

 

The LORD make his face shine on you . . . lift up his face on you.  What a beautiful picture, of 

God lifting His face up and smiling on us!  It stands in such contrast to Cain whose face was 



4 

downcast at the rebuke of God.  He wouldn’t look up because he was angry at God.  When 

David’s son Absalom had taken the law in his own hands to kill Amnon his brother, David said, 

“He must go to his own house; he must not see my face.” (2 Sa 14:24)  But the LORD didn’t 

want to do that with the Israelites.  He doesn’t want to do that with us.  He wants to lift up His face 

upon us.  He wants to smile at us.   

 

I think of Moses who wanted so desperately to see God face to face up on Mt. Sinai.  Even when 

he didn’t see God face to face, when Moses came down from speaking with God his own face 

would shine with a reflection of the LORD’s glory.  Time and again the Psalms pray to see the 

LORD face to face.  When Jesus was on the Mount of Transfiguration his face shone like the sun.  

This is what God wants to do for us.  He wants to smile upon us.  

 

A part of that smile is known as God being “gracious” to us.  The word means to “bend the knee.”  

Think of a baby that is crying and weeping.  The mother bends down on her knees and picks her 

baby up.  She starts caressing the baby and speaking to the baby and smiling at the baby, and the 

baby soon stops crying.  The baby is at peace, and the baby even smiles!  Isn’t that what God has 

done for us through Jesus.  He bent the knee by taking on flesh.  He swooped us in His arms by 

dying for us and taking us in His merciful death.  When we sorrow over our sins Jesus takes us in 

His outstretched arms on the cross and caresses us with His mercy.  He dries our tears with His 

forgiveness.  He smiles at us and brings us peace!  When Jesus comes again He won’t be scolding 

us or shaking a finger at us.  Jesus will stand before God as our defense attorney and our judge and 

point to Himself and the sacrifice He made for us.  He will make us so happy to hear Him speak 

on our defense, wink at us and say, “I got this.”  What a beautiful thing it will be to see that smile.   

 

So God wants us to see His smile when we take the Lord’s Supper.  God wants us to have peace in 

the midst of death through the promise of the resurrection.  The Holy Spirit says to you in the 

midst of our guilt and our fear, “Look to Jesus.  He is God’s smile upon you.”   To think that God 

would actually smile upon me, a sinful being, and delight in me?  What a beautiful thing!  This 

was all what Jesus wanted to do - what He looked forward to doing.  Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us 

fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

People in heaven are not moping around in misery.  They are rejoicing as they stand face to face 

with Jesus.  

 

This is what the LORD wanted to GIVE the Israelites.  This is what the LORD wants to give to us 

in the middle of a world that is being torn apart.  We can’t generate this peace within ourselves.  

We can’t make it happen by praying a lot or gritting our teeth.  We can’t find it when our children 

hit home runs or get promotions at work.  There is no peace in being busy or entertained.   God 

has developed the worship service for a simple reason.  Take a day out of your schedule and stop 

chasing after stuff.  Just sit here and listen, and something powerful will be given to you.  You will 

receive the blessing of the Triune God who has given you His Son.  You will hear God speaking 

to you.  You will have the peace of knowing this God is smiling on you.  He is blessing you.  He 

has given you forgiveness.  He has given you peace in His Son.  Amen.  

 


